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contain a shaft, octagonal in the middle and square at the top. Above is taranga of talapatra
- designed pdoVAa. The pillars are carved with beautiful foliages and figures of makarat gala,
mlthuna and lotus medallions. The next is Arkabrahma temple similar in plan but devoid of
the garbhagrha. Balabrahma and Virabrahma temples are also similar in plan to the above.
Swarga Brahma temple is considered to have been erected by the queen lokamahadevi
during Vinayaditya's time. Provision of aftfar&fa is a new feature in this temple. The Mkhara is
four-storeyed which has &ukanasl to the height of the second storey with Siva-Nataraja panel
carved in the front arch. Above the slkhara is a grtva, circular in plan, super-imposed by an
&malaka and a double kalasa. The pillars are decorated with ghaia pallava and puma gha^a
motifs. The temple of Qarudabrahma temple is similar in plan to that of Swargabrahma. The
Viswabrahma temple has more ornamental features on the walls than the others. Simhapdda
pillars appear for the first time in the Garuda Brahma temple. The Padmabrahma temple,
the largest of the group oriented to the east, resembles that of the Swarga Brahma one.
The Taraka Brahma temple is also oriented to the east. The plan of the temple consists
of garbhagrha, antarala and mukha man daps. The two storeyed vimana has karnakMa and
kapdta, followed by kanta, prastara, and vimana ilkhara.
Typical examples of the Western Chalukya architecture are the Sangameswara temple at
Kudavelle in the Mahbubnagar district, the Mahanandiswara temple at Mahanandl, Panikoswara
temple at Panyam, Sivanandeswara temple at Kadamakalva in the Kurnoot district and the
Ramallngeswara temple at Satyavotu in the Prakasam district. The architectural features of the
Western Chalukya period are the ground plan with garbhilaya, gO<fha mandapa and mukha
catuskl followed by an addition of simple antarala, niches on the wall*, grilled windows
and fiat roof of the garbhalaya supported by four pillars. Temples of 'sandhara' variety with
predakslna-patha with sloped roof and simple adhitfhana and of rakhanagara variety with two
to five stories arranged by sukanaste and ribbed circular amatakas art noteworthy. Sometime*
parivsra shrines are aiso provided as seen in Kadamakalva temple. The doorways are of
trl-chatuh- and panca-Sakha variety with dwimpSlas and Qanga and Yamunt figures at the
bottom. The victorious campaign of Pulakesi II in the eastern tract of Andhra ted to tha
formation of the Eastern Chalukya kingdom in 624 with Kubja Vishnuvardhana at its first
ruler. During the period from the m!d-7th to 12th c., many templet dedicated to Siva wart
constructed. Most of the templet were of ttona though brick wat alto used. The taHant
features of the Eastern Chalukya architecture are: tht templet are square In plan devoid of
pillars in garbhagrha, the vimana is devoid of tukantsi, ttorayad vtmAnas reached by fUghtt
of steps, 'bhedabheda' vartety of adhJ^Mnaa, k*rna and ftta** projectlont on the watti
adorned with panjar* kosas topped by makara-tAwja* endoted by priktr* walla, abMnoa of
mukhQ-catu$ki, and the introduction of structural gdpumt.